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DAVID DONALD REID 
Condolence Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Mr David Donald Reid and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

I acknowledge members of David’s family who are here in the gallery today for this important recognition of 
a man who made a significant contribution to Western Australia, in both this Parliament and Australia’s federal 
Parliament and as part of our state’s broader community, particularly WA’s agricultural community. David Reid 
was elected as the member for Blackwood in 1971. A year later his electorate was abolished in a redistribution and 
David resigned from the Assembly. In 1974, David filled a Senate vacancy and was a senator for Western Australia 
from January to April that year. 
David was born in his beloved hometown of Bridgetown on 10 May 1933 to Donald Phillip Reid and 
Marion Fraser Davies. He was born into a farming family that had toiled on Western Australian soil for over 
a century. He married his love, Jacynth Claire Thorpe, at St Mary’s Church in West Perth on 19 October 1957. 
David passed away in Busselton on 27 October this year. He and Jacynth were able to share their sixtieth wedding 
anniversary before his passing. I know Jacynth is in the gallery today, together with David and Jacynth’s children, 
and two of their 10 grandchildren. I know how proud you must all be of your husband, father and grandfather. 
David started his education at a local primary school in west Bridgetown, riding to school with his two sisters on 
horses through the bush. I understand that the Reid family billeted the local teacher from time to time, which is 
something that is unheard of now. I am not sure many schoolchildren today or then would take enthusiastically to their 
teacher living with them periodically. David went on to boarding school and then the Denmark School of Agriculture, 
where he earnt his diploma in agriculture. At school, David made the school cricket, football and tennis teams. He 
said this was “mostly out of perseverance, not ability”. Looking back at David’s life, his perseverance and persistence 
in pursuing his values and beliefs is something that stands out as a hallmark of his character. 
Upon finishing school, David went straight onto the family farm, growing fruit, operating a dairy, producing beef 
and raising a small number of sheep. David loved the farming life, and at that point in his life he wanted nothing 
more than to be a farmer. Around this time David was also drafted for national service. National service further 
taught David the benefits of discipline. It also taught him how to get along with all types of people and was the 
beginning of his experience in leadership, having earned a couple of stripes and taken on positions of 
responsibility. David was the type of personality who enjoyed meeting and working with people. It was through 
these early days of farming, being involved in the local progress association and national service, that David 
realised he needed to get involved in the political process. He came to the conclusion that “it was preferable to be 
a player in decision-making than to be a recipient of those decisions”. That quote was recorded in a 2005 interview 
with former members of Parliament. 
In 1965, David joined the Country Party and almost a decade later was elected to the Western Australian Legislative 
Assembly as the member for Blackwood. David’s inaugural speech revealed a man passionate about ensuring 
a viable and thriving Western Australian agricultural sector. He was passionate about his electorate, which he 
proudly stated produced “almost every possible agricultural commodity known in Western Australia”. He was 
pragmatic and cared more for implementing real solutions than engaging in party politics. Although his seat was 
abolished, the next year, due to a redistribution of electoral boundaries—the fear of many politicians—he did not 
waver in his commitment to his community. David went on to serve as a senator for Western Australia in 1974 and 
continued in leadership positions within the community, as he had done before entering state Parliament. 
On Australia Day 2011, David Donald Reid was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for service to 
conservation and the environment, particularly through natural resource management roles. This award was much 
deserved, with David having spent many years as chairman of leading groups within the sector, including the 
South West Development Authority, Blackwood Basin Group, Geographe Catchment Council, South West 
Catchments and the WA Flood Plain Management Council. Throughout his career, David remained committed to 
helping create and support agricultural enterprises that were successful in business and successful in properly 
managing every aspect of the natural environment in which they operated. His expertise on landcare and 
sustainable development was regularly sought and highly respected within the industry and by government. 
David’s love of his home region of the south west remained his prime motivator throughout his long and successful 
career. He always maintained that he lived in one of the most beautiful places in the world. 
David has left a lasting legacy of substantial achievement in political, agricultural and environmental spheres in 
Western Australia. His most important legacy, of course, is that which he has left his family. I again acknowledge 
those who were able to join us in the gallery today: Mrs Jacynth Reid, David’s widow; their children, Tammie, 
Peter and Margot; David’s son-in-law, Ian Rotheram; and two of David’s 10 grandchildren, Lorenzo Malavisi and 
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Maddison Reid; as well as David’s former Country Party parliamentary colleague and former member for Collie, 
Mrs Hilda Turnbull. 
I offer my sincerest condolences to David’s family and friends, and I hope that upon his sad death you are able to 
take solace and pride in David’s significant contribution to the betterment of our state. 
DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [2.07 pm]: I rise to support the condolence motion 
and offer the opposition’s sympathies to the family and friends of David Reid, OAM. David Reid spent only 
20 months as a member of the Legislative Assembly, but he left a legacy of service and achievement in areas of 
land management, fruit growing and local government.  
He was born, as the Premier indicated, to a farming family in Bridgetown and was educated at the local primary 
school and Denmark School of Agriculture, where he graduated in 1949. Later, he was to gain a diploma in 
agriculture from the Western Australia Institute of Technology. After leaving school, David Reid commenced 
farming at Bridgetown and undertook national service training that was required in the 1950s. His commitment to 
the local fruit growing industry and his belief in the need for diversification and local processing resulted in him 
being a founder and chairman of the Manjimup Canning Co-operative. He was the state president of the 
Western Australian Fruit Growers Association from 1968 to 1972. In 1970, he became the deputy representative 
for Western Australia on the Australian Apple and Pear Board. In the same year, David Reid was selected by the 
Country Party to contest the district of Blackwood. The late Ron Kitney had captured Blackwood for the 
Country Party in 1968 but had decided to retire from Parliament. David Reid had a strong Liberal opponent in 
Del Willmott, also with a long-standing connection to Bridgetown. In the final count, David won Blackwood with 
a majority of 1 250 votes in a poll of 5 377. This margin of 61.6 per cent represented a swing of seven per cent to 
the Country Party during an unfavourable general election, and was a firm endorsement of the new member. 
On 27 July 1971, David made his first speech in this chamber, outlining what he saw as the major concerns of 
rural industry in which farmers in his age group with young families faced an uncertain future. He criticised the 
practice of granting tax concessions for food production, allowing non-farm investors to undercut established 
farmers. He emphasised a need for orderly marketing and advocated that the Department of Agriculture contain 
a special marketing section.  
David Reid’s parliamentary career was abruptly compromised by the 1972 redistribution of electoral boundaries, 
which abolished the seat of Blackwood. He decided to contest the 1972 federal election, standing in the division 
of Forrest. He resigned from this Parliament on 26 October 1972. He was unsuccessful in that federal election and 
since that election, no National candidate in Forrest has polled as well as David, such was the measure of his 
electoral popularity. 
A year later when ill-health caused Senator Edgar Prowse to resign from the Senate on 31 December, six months 
before the expiry of his term, David was selected to replace him and on 6 January 1974, he was appointed by the 
Governor in Council as a senator for Western Australia. In his first speech to the Senate, he stated —  

As a third generation Western Australian, I am proud indeed to come here to fight to preserve the rights 
of Western Australia against Federal Government encroachment.  

However, he dismissed secession as absolute nonsense and an argument from the lunatic fringe. He suggested that 
the states cooperate with the federal government to coordinate legislation. Certain things do not change.  
David’s Senate term ended when federal Parliament was dissolved on 11 April for the double-dissolution election 
of 18 May 1974 and he was not re-elected. He then served as state president of the National Country Party in 1974 
and 1975, and had to deal with both the May 1975 decision of the parliamentary party to withdraw from the 
coalition and the subsequent reversal of that decision. 
David Reid resigned from the National Country Party in 1978 and was briefly a member of the Liberal Party 
between 1984 and 1987. Henceforth, as a farmer and landcare practitioner, he devoted great energy to local 
government and the development of the south west. From 1986 until 1992, he served as a councillor of the Shire 
of Bridgetown–Greenbushes and as its president after 1990. He also served on various community organisations.  
In 2008, David was elected to the Shire of Busselton and served until 2013 as part of the crucial process of 
transitioning the shire to a city. In a recent interview, he claimed to have served on as many as 30 committees during 
his public career. Clearly, he was an active contributor to them all. 
David Reid served in three elected levels of government—federal and state Parliaments and two local 
governments. He was a popular local member whose subsequent electoral defeats were in unwinnable contests. 
Political circumstances cut short both his state and federal parliamentary careers but did not affect his sustained, 
unselfish and practical contribution to agriculture and public life. 
Just prior to his passing, he celebrated the sixtieth year of a happy and successful marriage. We extend our 
condolences to his wife, children and 10 grandchildren. 
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MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the National Party) [2.13 pm]: I acknowledge Jacynth, 
Tammie, Peter, Margot, Ian, Lorenzo, Maddy and Dr Hilda Turnbull, a former member of this Parliament, who 
have joined us in the Speaker’s gallery today to listen to David’s remarkable contribution in this place—albeit 
short—and the Senate, but his contribution was far more far-reaching in his public life.  

I will start by reading some extracts of the eulogy that was delivered at David’s funeral by his family, which 
provide some context for the experience of those who shared this place with him and others. His daughter Tammie 
provided these words at the beginning of the service —  

Today we say goodbye to a man who has touched the lives of everyone gathered ... Dad was a larger than 
life, hardworking man who relished challenges and opportunities. He delighted in working with people 
to make a difference in his community. He spent his life working on the land and contributing to 
improving life in the south west. He gave it his best shot. 

A kind and fair man with a firm resolve, a loving husband and father, a role model to his children, 
grandchildren and others and a guiding and inspirational light to many. He spent much of his time in the 
public sphere, community service was a natural grain within him. 

David was born in Bridgetown on 1 May 1933 to parents Marion and Don, joining two sisters Joan and Win, living 
at Maranup Vale, a soldier settlement farm nestled in the steep-sided Blackwood Valley. It is fitting that today, 
National Agriculture Day, we talk of a former member of this house who spent much of his time trying to improve 
this industry and the communities that relied on it. His eulogy continues and his daughter Tammie made the 
following observations. I thank her for providing me with many of the notes from family and friends. I quote — 

Farm life as a kid in the 30s and 40s meant hard work, long days and was no different from many other 
south west farming families. Bridgetown on average has 58 frosts a year and the fog hangs low until 
lunchtime. Living so very isolated, but never bored because there were so many chores to be done, Dad 
recalls longing for some excitement. 

During these formative years, he spoke of the joy of riding a willing horse, loyal dogs and his admiration 
of the strength and work ethic when toiling all day together with a draught horse in harness on those 
wicked slopes of the Maranup. 

His only regret of this time was his substandard education. Up before dawn, hand milking, riding through 
the bush to a one roomed one teacher school. 

After WW2 this school closed and David had to board in Bridgetown just to attend their middle primary 
school years. He and his sister came home every weekend and were sorely missed as key workforce on 
the farm. 

His daughter Tammie observed that that was probably why David was so proud of his children and grandchildren, 
attending universities, achieving their degrees and winning scholarships—he so valued the opportunity for 
education. David later enrolled at the WA Institute of Technology, now Curtin University, and commenced an 
economics degree and was awarded a Churchill Fellowship for a global study tour on water resource management. 
Before this, he completed his education at Denmark Agricultural College in 1949, passing numerous agro-science 
subjects including pig raising, saddlery, blacksmithing, vet science, civics and fruit growing. 

He returned home bursting with enthusiasm to go farming. Innovation in farming was going ahead in leaps and 
bounds—tractors, bulldozers, milking machines and trucks. Apparently when asked by his grandchild Rosie what 
had been the biggest technological change he had witnessed over his 80 years David fired back immediately, 
“Hydraulics, oh, and the chainsaw”—they completely changed what farmers could do on their properties. 

During the 1950s he met and married Jacynth, a city girl, a nurse, and she had no idea what was in store for her 
back on the farm. 

The year 1951 was a turning point on the farm. A little grey Fergie tractor meant that Blossum—the last draught 
horse—was pensioned off to the back paddock. In the 60s there was a period of huge expansion—30 hectares of 
a new orchard, new varieties of fruit, construction of a 50 million–litre dam with overhead sprinkler systems and 
underground mains power, running an export syndicate with four other local growers direct to a UK supermarket 
chain and the first to set up a herringbone dairy. 

His involvement in agro-politics were the building blocks of his political career and his family remember the phone 
running hot every night. In 1971, David was approached to run at the last minute as a candidate for the 
Country Party in the electorate of Blackwood, with just three weeks to campaign in the wake of sitting member 
Ron Kitney’s withdrawal from the election due to ill health. David had been a member of the party since 1965, 
and he was sworn in to the Assembly on 28 February 1971. On a lighter note, we are told that the day he was 
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sworn in did not quite go without a hitch. We have it from a good source that he split his pants open prior to the 
swearing-in ceremony and had to patch them up with safety pins. From that point forward he would often say he 
was elected without the seat of his pants! David served in the state and federal Parliaments, was appointed to 
a Senate vacancy and was present during the turbulent Whitlam–Fraser double dissolution years. Within 12 months 
of taking office in the state Parliament, the seat of Blackwood was abolished in a redistribution, and David resigned 
to contest the federal seat of Forrest at the House of Representatives election on 2 December. He was unsuccessful 
on this occasion, but just over a year later, following the resignation of WA Country Party Senator Edgar Prowse, 
David was appointed to fill the vacancy on 16 January 1974. His tenure was short lived—sworn in on 28 February, 
his service ended when both houses of Parliament were dissolved on 11April. He had another go on 18 May 1974, 
in second place on the Country Party ticket, and again on 13 December 1975, but was unsuccessful in both of these 
bids. He was interviewed many times about this period and remained tight-lipped, choosing not to air grievances 
from behind closed doors at that time; although his comment to his daughter Tammie on a visit to Parliament 
House on one occasion was, “If only these walls could talk.” 
During his first speech to this place in July 1971, David’s passion for agriculture and the future of the sector was 
clear. He said to the house — 

The biggest question confronting us is probably this: Do we want an agricultural industry in Australia? 
Of course we do; but the questions that follow are: Whom do we want in it, and how much can we afford, 
as a country, to keep them here? 

He spoke about taxation, about proposals on production and incentives to produce, markets and marketing, saying 
the latter was surely the industry’s greatest scope for a breakthrough. He spoke about the Department of 
Agriculture and its role. He spoke about maximising its operation to benefit the producers of the state. He also 
spoke about farm forestry and the mining industry. He stated clearly that improving education standards in the 
regions should be a continual goal of this place. But what struck me most in his first speech as a member of 
Parliament was this comment — 

I firmly believe that as politicians we must cross from behind the protection of the political barriers and 
go out to offer and give leadership. For too long we have sat back saying, “Come to us once you have 
a majority decision and we will help you,” knowing full well that this situation very seldom eventuates. 

In transcripts from his oral history, recorded by Mr Ron Chapman in 2005, David was asked what issues he fought 
for during his time in state Parliament. A great cartoon appeared in a copy of the Countryman in 1971 that 
illustrated the role David played in the introduction of the income equalisation deposits scheme, which was 
a precursor to the farm management deposits scheme that is in place today. FMDs are still utilised by the 
agricultural sector today as a risk management tool to assist producers in dealing with uneven cash flows due to 
natural disasters, and climate and market variability. The idea began as a wool bond scheme. In his later years in 
Parliament, David observed that wool had made a very strong recovery from the low prices of previous years but 
due to the prevailing taxation laws, producers were about to lose most of that profit. In his words, “Last year the 
farmer was asking for special handouts and now the farming community is going to be hit. Surely we have to have 
a better system.” The bond system was a way to iron out the peaks and troughs of a highly variable industry. 
A mark of solid policy development is its longevity. This scheme, albeit under a different name, is still used by 
primary producers today. 
David was also influential in convincing the Country Party to adopt a policy to abolish probate and death duties in 
WA as a condition of any future coalition with the Sir Charles Court–led Liberal Party. He seconded a motion 
moved by Mr Keith Nix at a state conference and argued strongly that those duties were particularly crippling our 
primary producers. The policy was subsequently adopted by Sir Charles Court and death duties, or inheritance tax, 
was abolished in Western Australia in 1974—well before any other Australian state. 
From reading his history and talking with those who knew him, David was a man of strong convictions and 
commonsense. Unfortunately, in a little under two years after taking on that role, the electorate was abolished 
during a redistribution and absorbed into four neighbouring electorates—Warren, Collie, Vasse and Bunbury. On 
advice from Country Party leader, Doug Anthony, David resigned from state Parliament to contest the federal seat 
of Forrest at the December 1972 election. He was beaten by Liberal candidate Peter Drummond, but David’s 
chance came again in 1973 when he was encouraged by Anthony to run as a Senate candidate ahead of the next 
election. David was sworn in on 28 February 1974. Queen Elizabeth II, who was touring Australia and opened the 
twenty-eighth Australian Parliament, witnessed his oath. A highlight of David’s short Senate term was his speech 
to Parliament defending angry farmers who rallied in Forrest Place on 25 March 1974 to protest against the federal 
government’s rural policies, particularly the abolition of the federal superphosphate bounty. These were very 
turbulent times. Through prolonged interjections, David recited parts of an interview with Whitlam and 
Minister Fred Daly in which they accused farmers of being hicks, hillbillies and hayseeds. The speech was a lively 
conclusion to a very short Senate term. 
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David maintained his involvement in the party after this turbulent time in Parliament. He took on the role of state 
president from May 1974 to 1975. This is perhaps where he attained his greatest prominence. During a brief period 
in May 1975, the Country Party’s parliamentary wing decided to split from the coalition with the governing 
Liberal Party. David played a significant role in managing the tensions and challenges presented in resolving the 
matter, arbitrating between state council, the parliamentary state members and the federal members with the 
Liberal Party leadership of the day. There were some very big personalities involved in the negotiations at the time, 
including Sir Charles Court, Ray McPharlin, Matt Stephens, Doug Anthony and Joh Bjelke-Petersen. No doubt 
there were some interesting discussions and debates. It was an extraordinarily turbulent time for the Country Party 
just prior to the split and creation of the National Country Party and the Country Party. Ultimately, the coalition was 
reformed and in 1978 he resigned from the party. He remained a very strong presence in conservative politics, later 
joining the Liberal Party, but offering advice and support freely to those who were seeking to serve and improve his 
beloved south west and the agricultural sector. David continued his public service through several groups, including 
the South West Development Authority and the Shire of Bridgetown–Greenbushes and Busselton councils, 
including as president, as a champion of regional development. He was a founding member of the Blackwood Basin 
Group in 1995, a group he was involved with for 25 years. It earned him a Churchill Fellowship that took him 
abroad to learn about the sustainable management of catchment resources. 
After moving to Busselton in late 1993, David went on to be appointed to the board of Busselton Water from 
1997 to 2012, including nine years as chairman. His interest in water was perhaps familial, having two relatives 
who worked under C.Y. O’Connor on the Kalgoorlie Goldfields water supply scheme. In 2005, the Reid family 
divested Maranup Vale, giving David the time to consider running for council again, this time in Busselton. He 
was victorious in 2009 and again in 2011. As we have heard, he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia 
for service to conservation and the environment, particularly through natural resource management roles. 
In his memoir Build on your dreams ... one step at a time, David offered the following sage advice for all us 
parliamentarians and for those elected to positions representing our communities — 

Earn the confidence of all involved, remain rock- solid and deliver on what you say, create a meaningful 
role for authority and show your total commitment 

David passed away after a battle with cancer on 27 October 2017. He was cremated at a private ceremony and 
asked that his ashes be scattered in the sparkling waters of Geographe Bay with a sprinkling or two on the rolling 
hills of Maranup Vale, where his life began. His daughter Tammie noted at the closing of the funeral service that 
as a catchment water man, he knows his nutrients cycle around the earth and will continue to contribute to the 
building blocks of life—life that he so relished when he was with us. 
On behalf of the Nationals WA family, I offer our sincere condolences to David’s family and friends. Political life 
can be most difficult for your family and loved ones, and you will no doubt have many memories of him being 
absorbed in agri-politics, party politics, shire politics and NRM politics. He made a remarkable contribution in 
public life and was a fine example of someone committed to making a better life for future generations. 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [2.27 pm]: Firstly, I acknowledge Jacynth, Tammie, Ian Rotheram, 
Peter, Margot and two of the 10 grandchildren here today, Maddie and Lorenzo. I also acknowledge 
Dr Hilda Turnbull, a National Party stalwart and a previous member for Collie. David Reid’s life can be encapsulated 
by a few choice words: loyalty, dedication, integrity, commitment and love. If a person is remembered by these 
values, they have obviously done something right in their life. David had a love of the land, including farming and 
agricultural pursuits, particularly in the Bridgetown and Blackwood area that he loved so much. He believed the 
Blackwood River Valley is one of the most beautiful places on earth and I understand his family have scattered 
some of his ashes in this area to mark his love, which was mentioned by members this morning. He also had a love 
of family and friends, being surrounded by people he loved and doing things together. This love was obviously 
reciprocated and it is a real tribute that all his immediate family are here today. He had a love of community and 
being actively involved in a range of community and industry groups, and ultimately politics, and he had a love of 
a bit of rivalry. He saw this as a motivator to continually strive to improve. 
David’s early schooling was in Bridgetown where he and his sisters rode two miles through the bush on horses. 
He then went on to study at Denmark Agricultural College, which is close to my heart as a former principal of the 
school. It is interesting to see the lasting effect this had on David’s education and ability to think outside the box. 
In David’s first year out from school and back on the farm, he spread some trace elements to see whether he could 
improve pasture productivity. He discovered that the district had a molybdenum deficiency and commented that 
you could see his footprints going off the paddock where the clover had subsequently grown prolifically because 
of that nutrient. David was deeply committed to his community and at the age of 20 he became chairman of a local 
progress association. He enjoyed meeting and working with people, and quickly saw the value of being a player 
in decision-making. As mentioned by the Leader of the Nationals, David was state president of the 
Western Australian Fruit Growers Association and chairman of the Canning fruit growers. It was through these 
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organisations and his delegations to government ministers that led him to understand how important politics is in 
developing agriculture and maintaining industry momentum.  
David believed in education and lifelong learning. He gained a diploma in agriculture through the agriculture 
college. However, as an adult he wished he had achieved higher tertiary qualifications. He studied externally for 
a postgraduate diploma in business administration through the WA Institute of Technology—WAIT as we knew 
it then—and although he did not complete the degree, he believed it gave him a more professional approach to 
dealing with issues, broadened his knowledge base when making decisions, and contributed to informed debate 
on a wider spectrum of topics. David spoke of “imperfect knowledge” and acting on what is known at a given 
point in time. He said that you cannot wait until everything is known; you just have to make the best decisions you 
can on the information currently available. David’s strength was his willingness to revisit and reconsider decisions 
based on new information. This is the dilemma and the courage that politicians must embrace, particularly when 
we are reminded of comments made in years previous. When writing his memoir, David re-read his state and 
federal Parliament maiden speeches, and could not help laughing that so much had changed in the political, 
economic and rural spheres that he now did not agree with most of what he said at the time. I found it fascinating 
when reading David’s inaugural speech to state Parliament in 1971 that he outlined the rural crisis of the day and 
stated — 

… in dealing with such a complex and involved problem one runs the danger of generalising and falling 
into the familiar trap—as has been done in the past—of making vague statements including such 
expressions as “market penetration” or “diversification”. These expressions have been around for so long 
that they are treated only with contempt by the farmers. What is needed at the moment is an honest and 
direct approach to the problems confronting us. 

Another statement in David’s inaugural speech that I found very pertinent to recent discussions was — 

Of equal if not of more importance is the need in the country areas for children to obtain vastly increased 
boarding allowances and increased country hostel accommodation. We must try one day to offer to all 
students equal opportunities in education. 

These statements could have been made this year by any one of our new rural members in their inaugural speeches. 
It shows how some things have changed little since 1971 and how important it is that we continually strive to 
ensure that our agricultural sector is a strong economic contributor to this state, and also that our children have 
access to a quality education in the regions. David’s integrity shows through when he described himself as an 
objective voter. He detested bigotry in politics and blind adherence to whatever party you belong to. He voted for 
the man and his beliefs rather than the party and dogma. He believed that this was reflected in the way the electorate 
voted—voting for the person rather than the party. It was this respect for the person that enabled David to make 
friends with politicians from all parties. On a personal note, I am very grateful to David for his support, including 
his manning the Bridgetown polling booth for me and staying on as a scrutineer. His interest in politics never 
waned and he remained committed to the Warren–Blackwood region. I remember in the Vasse by-election not that 
long ago that he really sparked up. We could see the history and value he had in political life in the spark he 
brought to that campaign. 

David’s basic philosophy is that if you want something to change, put your shoulder to the wheel and have a go. 
This attitude is reflected in David putting himself forward and being elected as a councillor for the Shire of 
Bridgetown–Greenbushes and to then go on to be elected as shire president. David’s passion for the region and his 
commitment to making a difference can be demonstrated by his significant involvement in a wide range of groups, 
as previously outlined by the Leader of the National Party. This resulted in David being a formidable advocate for 
regional development, and he leaves a lasting legacy in the sustainable management of catchment resources. Being 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for service to conservation and the environment was high acclaim 
and recognition for all his contributions to environmental conservation, and is something his family must be 
extremely proud of. 

I will conclude with a quote from David written as a preface to A Sustainable Resource Development Kit by 
Colma Keating. It states — 

“There are three basic principles: 

The learning never stops. But you can’t afford to wait for your education to be complete. You must 
act now—on the best information. 

The going never gets easier—learn not to get frustrated; get determined. There is no substitute for 
perseverance. 

Never lose touch with the community. 
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So, act now, keep at it, stay in touch. 

Seems overly simplistic and uncomplicated, but it isn’t.” 

David Reid 

Blackwood Basin Group 

South-West Western Australia 

1999 Churchill Fellow 

May he rest in peace. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [2.34 pm]: I also would like to make a contribution on behalf of the Vasse electorate 
to the condolence motion for David Reid, and I acknowledge the presence of his family in the gallery. It is a rare 
and prestigious event for any politician to achieve the political trifecta of serving in federal, state and local 
governments. David was a member of the Senate during one of the most controversial times in Australian 
parliamentary history in the lead-up to the dismissal of the Whitlam government. He was also the member for 
Blackwood, which then captured a small part of what is now the Vasse electorate. He also served on the 
Bridgetown–Greenbushes Shire Council and the inaugural City of Busselton. 
When they were farming in Bridgetown, for many years David and Jacynth holidayed in Busselton before moving 
there permanently. Every holiday they would bring their two sheep as lawnmowers and their chooks for eggs. In 
fact, Jacynth has often said that they were the only chooks ever to go on a seaside holiday in the south west. Of 
course, they would also bring their three beloved children, Tammie, Peter and Margot, and their children’s friends. 
Jacynth says that although they had three children of their own, they generally had six children with them at any 
one time. David and Jacynth eventually made a permanent move to Busselton in 1993 and moved into their 
permanent home in Gale Street. David was the owner–builder of that home and built six other properties for family 
members. The Gale Street home became well-known for its amazing garden and social and community events that 
were often hosted on the front lawn. 
David was a councillor for the City of Busselton for five years starting in 2008. He was part of the council ticket 
that changed the complexion of the Busselton shire council and replaced a council that was considered at the time 
to be factional and dysfunctional. During his tenure, he oversaw the shire’s transition to city status, which was 
a momentous occasion. David brought a lot of expertise from Bridgetown to the new City of Busselton, having 
been the shire president and involved in a range of environmental and conservation initiatives. I understand that 
over his lifetime, he was on over 30 different committees in both Bridgetown and Busselton. As both a councillor 
for the city and a member of Parliament serving the Busselton community, David made a number of positive 
contributions to the Vasse region, especially in the areas of water, conservation and tourism. As the very first chair 
of the South West Catchments Council, David was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for his services to 
conservation and the environment. He was also a representative on what became the South West Development 
Commission. During this time, he managed to persuade the government that it was worth looking at the declining 
fish stocks in Geographe Bay, which later involved establishing the first artificial reefs in the region. Following 
advice taken from South Australia, a reef was created by strapping together 48 000 tyres and, with the assistance 
of the Army, submerging them into Geographe Bay. Although the project was considered successful at the time, 
the tyre reefs were eventually replaced with cement reefs. 
David’s interest in improving water quality was quite extensive and he brought a great deal of knowledge to 
Busselton after chairing the Blackwood Catchment Coordinating Group for nine years. The group was created to 
improve water quality in the Blackwood catchment area. Because of his experience with the catchment and basin 
group, David was approached for help and guidance with the Geographe Catchment Council in the Busselton 
region. David was on this committee from 1996 to 2003. During this time, issues regarding the many challenges 
facing the Geographe catchment were raised. I am aware that he was encouraged and pleased to be heavily 
involved in improvements to the catchment. I understand that he was also very pleased with the former 
Minister for Water’s announcement about funding for the Revitalising Geographe Waterways project and wanted 
to see that project continue into the future. 
David also became involved in the Busselton Water Board. In 2009, David was awarded a Churchill scholarship to 
study water issues and solutions around the world. According to David, he had not been a political person. He had 
busied himself with agricultural politics, building a cannery and making deputations to then Minister Court, but he 
was not a party political person. Although David’s grassroots were firmly in agriculture, his involvement in the 
Busselton community expanded to some key tourism initiatives. He was part of the Busselton Airport Advisory 
Committee, contributing to the development of ideas for the future of Busselton airport for tourism and international 
freight. David also chaired the City of Busselton’s Busselton Jetty Environment and Conservation Association for 
five years. BJECA was a steering committee responsible for monitoring contractors who were rebuilding the 
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Busselton jetty. David’s more recent community involvement was in the Busselton Settlement Art Project Steering 
Committee, which was formed to recognise the early European founders of the area, in particular John Garrett 
Bussell. With the backing of the City of Busselton and the local community, this project has already seen four of 
six sculptures installed in Busselton’s cultural precinct. Recently, the Spanish Settler, which acknowledges the 
Spanish contribution to the wine industry, was unveiled, and although David was too unwell to attend the unveiling, 
I understand that this bronze sculpture was taken by sculptor Greg James to Busselton Health Campus for David to 
see. I understand that he was quite emotional about not only seeing this work that he had been involved in completed, 
but also the effort of committee members ensuring that he had an opportunity to see this work. 
On 26 January 2011, David was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for service to conservation and the 
environment, particularly through natural resource management roles. In 2014, he received the Premier’s Australia 
Day Active Citizenship Award. He will be fondly remembered by the Busselton community for his great efforts 
to make the region a better place. 

I read this account earlier to Jacynth, and she said, “It’s amazing when you read it out loud like that, but he was 
really just an ordinary man who loved his family—all three of his children and 10 of his grandchildren—dearly.” 
What a great inspiration he was to them all. 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands) [2.42 pm]: I would like to briefly recognise David Reid’s outstanding public 
service to Western Australia. Not many people have a curriculum vitae as impressive as the one that has been 
outlined by members, so I will not go through that again. However, I would like to make one comment: not too 
many people will have served in both state and federal politics with a combined service that adds to such a small 
amount. I think that could be a job for David Black to check out. 
I first met David when I was Minister for Water. He was the then chairman of the Busselton Water Board. At that 
time, the board was facing some difficulties with the simple issue of chlorination of the water. It was a very hot 
issue for Busselton. A lot of people had been used to having unchlorinated water and the water board had the duty 
of care of bringing chlorinated water to the people of Busselton. It was such a hot issue that I understand David 
even received death threats from some people in the community. That shows just how difficult it is to be 
a Minister for Water. We have one Minister for Water and three former Ministers for Water in this house. 
Although I met David for the first time in 2010, it was not the first time I had met a member of his family. I played 
in the indoor Busselton hockey team with his daughter Tammie and a mutual friend Ian Richmond, who has 
unfortunately since passed on. When I first graduated as an engineer and worked in Bunbury, Tammie and Ian 
were working in the then forests department in Busselton and we formed a very nice indoor hockey team. I hope 
I made up the numbers okay, Tammie. 
To Jacynth, Tammie, Peter, Margot and son-in-law Ian, I pass on my condolences to the family. David gave 
wonderful service to Western Australia, particularly to the south west. 
The SPEAKER: I request all members to rise for one minute’s silence in order to carry the motion, please. 
Question passed; members and officers standing as a mark of respect. 
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